Mr. John A. Delany
February 25, 1944 - October 22, 2020

John Alan “Jack” Delany, 76, was born in Springfield, Massachusetts to Lawver Elton
Delany and Helen Kirschner Delany. Jack spent his youth in Massachusetts, Florida, and
San Diego, California. As a teenager, Jack won an art award presented by William Hana
of Hanna-Barbera. Jack studied art under Guy Williams and was a Teaching Assistant to
Wayne Thiebaud. He attended the University of California at Santa Barbara and the
University of California at Davis, where he met his lovely wife Marcia and earned a
Bachelor of Fine Arts.
On June 14, 1969, Jack and Marcia got married, bought an Austin Healy Sprite and
moved to Georgia, all on the same day! Jack served honorably in the United States Army
in the Signal Corps where trained soldiers headed for Vietnam, while stationed at Fort
Gordon.
Jack earned a Master of Fine Arts from the University of Georgia and began his career
teaching art. Jack taught art at Sand Bar Ferry Junior High School in Augusta and at
Washington-Wilkes Comprehensive High School in Washington. Jack loved teaching
others about art and his students meant the world to him. Jack was selected Star Teacher
in 1993 and received a recognition from Truett Cathy of Chick-fil-A for being an
outstanding educator. Jack loved contributing artwork to his community. He and his
students painted the mascot on the High School football field before games, made
numerous signs and murals around the old High School, and painted backdrops for the
Little Theatre. One of Jack’s pleasures later in life was running into his former students
around town. After he retired from teaching, he enjoyed painting French landscapes and
traveled with his wife to France several times.
Jack had a wonderful sense of humor. If you were fortunate enough to know Jack,
chances are that he kept you laughing. The most important thing to Jack was his family.
Jack was a Christian, and he was called home on October 22, 2020, after he lost his battle
with cancer. He is survived by his wife of fifty-one years Marcia, of Washington; his

daughter Gina Gay (Ron), of Buford, GA; and his daughter Joanna Delany (Lawson
Blanton), of Columbia, S.C. Jack was a beloved husband, father, brother, and father-in-law
and he was a beloved papa to his grandchildren Jack and Jessie Gay. He is also survived
by numerous nieces and nephews. Jack was predeceased by his sister Diane Delany and
brother Jim Delany.
Graveside services will be held at Washington Wilkes Memorial Gardens on Saturday,
October 24, 2020 at 11:00 AM, with Rev. Mark Outlaw officiating.
Jack was a devoted animal lover, and fed many a stray “little guy trying to make a living.”
Memorial contributions may be made to the Washington Wilkes Animal Shelter, 358 Brown
Rd., Washington, GA
Masks or social distancing will be required.
Hopkins Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

Brenda Stevens Fanning lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Brenda Stevens Fanning - December 24, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

Early on, Jack knew exactly who he was and how he wanted his life to unfold. When
I met him in college he was a freshman, not yet eighteen, but he had a plan: an
undergraduate degree followed by grad school, a teaching degree that would support
his painting, and life in a small town.
Amid classmates who were years away from choosing a major and confused about
every aspect of themselves, Jack’s confidence in his own identity as a painter was
striking, as was the breadth and depth of his knowledge. He read widely and
followed the matches of chess grandmasters through reports in the West Coast
edition of the New York Times; he kept up with new films from Italy and Sweden; he
knew the music of Mose Allison and Francis Poulenc; and he was on very good
terms with Manet, Corot, and Courbet. When we became friends he introduced me to
some of his, and showed me by example how to make them part of my own
everyday life.
When we each transferred to another school—he to Davis, where he became Wayne
Thiebaud’s first teaching assistant—we lost touch. Then, when I turned seventy, I
began reconnecting with teachers and others who have influenced my ways of
looking at the world, and when I wrote to Jack he graciously responded and we
began to correspond via the old-school method of letters. His letters were rich with
nuggets of insight and represented a marvel of contradiction, since he routinely
described himself as a country bumpkin while including offhand quotations from
Churchill or inserting a phrase in French. Once we realized that we firmly stood poles
apart on politics, we never discussed current events, so I had the great good fortune
of continuing to benefit from his observations about everything else in the world
around him. I can only imagine how many others have been profoundly influenced by
his intellect and his generous spirit.
--Nancy Steele

Nancy Steele - November 19, 2020 at 11:27 AM

“

Mr.delaney was a good teacher and kind person. He loved teaching and made a
everyday enjoyable. So sorry to hear his passing. He truly will be missed.

David wideman - October 27, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

My favorite teacher and an amazing artist.

James Gilmore, Jr. - October 24, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Marcia, Gina, Joanna, & families,
We are so sorry to learn of Jack's passing. We are very blessed to have been
neighbors for all those years before we left Jackson Heights. May you find comfort in
the wonderful memories and know that others share your loss.
Charles and Paula Atchison

Charles and Paula Atchison - October 24, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

Karen Bryant lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Karen Bryant - October 23, 2020 at 10:04 PM

“

LoRusso Law Firm, P.C. purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Mr. John A. Delany.

LoRusso Law Firm, P.C. - October 23, 2020 at 03:41 PM

“

Mr. Delany was one of the most kind and patient teachers that I had in WWCHS. He
loved art and teaching art. For all of us who enjoyed his class, he was a great
teacher... all the great memories of the "Tiger" artwork he helped inspire the Tiger
spirit within us. My sympathy and prayers to the family as I know he will be missed.

Gail Stewart - October 23, 2020 at 03:08 PM

“

Praying for Marcia and the family as they celebrate a life well lived.
Rev. Chip & Pam Wilson

Chip Wilson - October 23, 2020 at 03:00 PM

“

So saddened to learn of Jack leaving us. He was a delightful person to know as well
as the family. Loved being with all of you when the occasion permitted. He leaves a
big mark on all of our lives. May our love for you bring comfort.

Sandra Whittington - October 23, 2020 at 11:09 AM

“

Kay Hopkins Sauls lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Kay Hopkins Sauls - October 23, 2020 at 09:55 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the Delany family.

CHRISTINE BERDEGUEZ - October 23, 2020 at 09:35 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. John A. Delany.

October 23, 2020 at 09:30 AM

“

I took two extremely enjoyable years of art from Mr Delaney. I appreciated more than
just his love of art, but also his wit, sense of humor and ability to break up the
mundane in an otherwise boring day! My prayers are with you all-family, as I know
such a great man will surely be missed!

Bridgit Price Caviness - October 23, 2020 at 08:02 AM

“

Marianna Brown lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Marianna Brown - October 23, 2020 at 07:03 AM

“

Richard Dawson lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Richard Dawson - October 23, 2020 at 12:27 AM

“

Jack enriched the life of everyone lucky enough to know him: through his painting,
his imaginative teaching, his generosity, his sense of fun, and his kindness. He made
everything around him better.

Nancy Steele - October 22, 2020 at 08:51 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mr. John A. Delany.

October 22, 2020 at 08:40 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear . My deepest sympathy to the family. I will miss his smile and his
laughs when he came in to Ingles . He will be very much missed . My heart and
prayers goes out to the family.
From Sherry Grooms (Ingles)

Sherry Grooms - October 22, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

Holly Blackburn lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Holly Blackburn - October 22, 2020 at 07:20 PM

“

Mr. Delaney was one of my teachers in high school. He was so patient and I never
heard him raise his voice to anyone. He will be missed by a lot of former students
and his family. Just wanted to let the family know I will be thinking about them during
this difficult time.

Joanne Arnold - October 22, 2020 at 06:48 PM

“

Jack Delaney was one of a kind. He was a great intellect and soulful artist. The world
is "less" now.

Debbie McLeod - October 22, 2020 at 06:22 PM

“

Wesley & Brenda V Echols lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Wesley & Brenda V Echols - October 22, 2020 at 05:33 PM

“

Celia W Palmer lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

celia W palmer - October 22, 2020 at 05:09 PM

“
“

A gifted human being in every way. Prayers for the Delany family!
celia W palmer - October 22, 2020 at 05:10 PM

A co-worker of mine for many years. He was loved by all his students. He would take
students who couldn't draw a straight line and make them an artist. I was there, I saw it
every day. We share your loss. Sympathy
Booker Jackson - October 24, 2020 at 07:54 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Karl - October 22, 2020 at 04:52 PM

“

“

The grist mill at Berry College. My favorite of Jack’s paintings
Karl - October 22, 2020 at 04:54 PM

Debbie White lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Debbie White - October 22, 2020 at 04:08 PM

“

Angie Scott Varvel sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Angie Scott Varvel - October 22, 2020 at 03:59 PM

“

Tara Rodriguez sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Tara Rodriguez - October 22, 2020 at 03:43 PM

“

It was a honor having Mr. Delany as my art teacher in high school. I loved his class. Always
enjoyed running into him and talking. He will truly be missed.
Tara Poss Rodriguez - October 22, 2020 at 03:47 PM

“

Jamey Wallace Williamson lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Jamey Wallace Williamson - October 22, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

Peggy Higgins lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Peggy Higgins - October 22, 2020 at 03:21 PM

“

Susan Rogers lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

Susan Rogers - October 22, 2020 at 03:02 PM

“

David & Judy Tyler lit a candle in memory of Mr. John A. Delany

David & Judy Tyler - October 22, 2020 at 01:29 PM

